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ABSTRACT

This thesis studies the ethnicity of the five ethnic groups found in Cedar City, Utah,
during the 1880-t0-1915 period. Those five groups were originally sent by Brigham
Young to found the Iron Mission, as a two-fold project: (1) developing the iron mining
industry, and (2) building a united community of Latter-day Saints.

The demographics, kinship ties, marriage patterns, occupations, wealth, and elites
in church government and society have been examined in detail through U.S. censuses,
Iron County assessment records, marriage records, Cedar City municipal records, LDS
church records, diaries, histories, and personal histories. By comparing all the ethnic
groups within the community with each other, plus comparing them with groups in other
communities 1n Utah and other U.S. areas, the contribution of each group on the
community can be measured, as can the impact of the environment and American Mormon

church on the ethnic immigrants.

All groups — American-born and foreign-born — developed a community united in
its goals to build the kingdom and be mainstreamed into the Amencan dream after Utah

gained statehood in 1896.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Historians, sociologists, geographers, and anthropologists have subjected the
Mormon community to extensive cultural, economic, and spiritual study. Dean May and
other historians have published demographic examinations of several Mormon towns using
techniques pioneered by John Demos, Philip Grevan, Kenneth Lockridge, Micheal
Zuckerman, and Richard Bushman in their new social histories of colonial New England.
He suggests that historians should direct studies of Mormon towns towards those elemental

questions addressed in these works of historians of early America.l

Colonial New England family and community life have been the focus for many
studies of social historians. Demos examined family life in Plymouth colony and Grevan
investigated population, land and families in colonial Andover, Massachusetts. The use of
town, church, census, and court records, family histories and dianes, made quantification
possible. Using quantfiable date, they explored the basic structure and character of society
through detailed examination of the experiences of individuals, families, and groups in two
communities of colonial New England.2 These scholars concentrated upon developing
understanding between “order and growth, authority, and meaning,” in the colonial New
England town. All agreed that for some periods of ime and at some levels an extraordinary
degree of social harmony was realized.3

Using similar techniques, May analyzed data from the Mormon community of
Kanab, Utah. He included questions about the relationship of family patterns to

community stability, the nature of and reasons for community solidarity and conflict, the



role of the family in community life, and the role of the Mormon church and its leaders in
forming Mormon communities.?

Sociological studies of pivotal and enduring importance have been conducted by
Nels Anderson and Lowery Nelson. Nelson's study includes statistical work on Mormon
villages of the 1920s and 1930s.°> Anthropological studies by J ohn L. Sorenson and Mark
P. Leone sought to examine historical development in Mormon village life by examining
the process of change over time. In the aggregate their work both broadens the
geographical and chronological scope of Mormon community studies.®

These sociological studies support the arguments of geographers like Donald W.
Meinig, Richard Francaviglia, Richard H. Jackson, and Lowell C. Bennion that there
exists a Mormon cultural region distinctively different in values and physical appearance
from non-Mormon areas in the American West. That aside from the physical landscape
developed around the nuclear farm village, the Mormon settlers were found to place more
value on solidarity and unity than other Westerners. Other characteristics they observed
include avoiding competition, promoting cooperative enterprises, placing a higher value on
group achievements than individual achievements, and developing virtue and good works.
A strong patriarchial family structure and uniquely coterminous church/community/tfamily

solidarity also appear essential.”

However, it remained for Donald Meinig to produce what has become the standard

version of “the Mormon cultural region.” He added two new dimensions 'by examining
the Mormon region in a historical context and by delimiting differences within it. His
regionalization posits a core, domain, and sphere.8

National authors and scholars focused studies upon the distinctive aspects of

Mormon town life while they explored the process through which Mormon society evolved

historically. One of the earliest was William E. Smythe, an admirer of Fredrick Jackson



Turner and his American frontier model. In the 1890s Smythe argued that with the
American frontiers all settled, national upward mobility depended upon the successful
development of the irrigable lands in the arid West. He concluded that “the economic
institutions of Utah are the natural outgrowth of conditions of an arid land. He claimed,
“Utah is a product of its environment.” His faith 1n the Mormon irrigation system,
although simplistic, advanced one of the first systematic studies of the peculiar qualities of
Mormon society.”

Scholars since Smythe have focused upon questions he raised. One such major
project was a research study known as the “Comparative Study of the Values in Five
Cultures,” sponsored by the Laboratory of Social Relations of Harvard University and
supported by grants from the the Rockefeller Foundation. Altogether, 68 separate studies
were published by members of the research team. This included their informative summary
work, “People of Rimrock--A Study of Values in Five Cultures,” published in 1966.
Thomas F. O’Dea, a member of the team published The Mormons in 1957.10 Since one
of the cultural groups studied was the Mormon village of Ramah (called Rimrock 1n the
study), the Latter-day Saints have received intensive scrutiny.

Charles S. Peterson, a Mormon historian, has argued that the land and 1its
appurtenant resources were strong factors in fixing the village and 1ts forms upon a
landscape, which today, continues to reveal the ways of pioneer society. He analyzed the
development of the agricultural systems associated with Mormon landscape, and Mormon
efforts to settle the arid region of southwestern Utah and Nevada along the tributaries of the
Colorado River, where at best, their efforts were heroic 1n an area only marginally

habitable.11

Mormon settlers of the American West were not supermen, only ordinary

individuals who accomplished the seemingly impossible because of their faith and



persistence. President J. Reuben Clark in a classic sermon in 1947 acknowledged, “The
building of this....empire was not done in a corner by a select few but by the vast multitude
flowing in from many nations. These faithful ones measured to their humble calling and to
their destiny as fully as Brother Brigham and the others measured to theirs.” Their
communities were made up of both American-born and immigrant converts from Great
Britian, Scandinavia, and Canada. Not primarily agrarian, they consisted mainly of skilled
craftsmen, tradesmen, and factory workers. Viewed in this light, Richard H. Jackson
suggests the trip across the ocean and plains was a unifier of the saints providing the first
common bonding since conversion and arrival in Salt Lake City or Zion. He asserts the
process by which new immigrants armived and they and their children became assimilated
into Mormon culture was an important feature of the colonization of the Mormon West. 12

After a short period of time 1n Salt Lake City, the heterogenous harvest of converts
continually arriving was generally called to settle 1n small farming towns where their skills
and leadership were needed. There, cast in close social, religious, everyday association,
the process of becoming saints, indicated by leaders as their paramount task, began in
earnest. The greater part of the rural outlying communities remained cut off from the
outside world until the granting of statehood, perpetuating the unique character of the
Mormon village into a distinctive subculture.13

No one 1magined Mormon country more comprehensibly than Brigham Young, and
no one's vision was more influential in shaping it. Over and over again in his writings he
revealed the great commonwealth he envisioned for the saints. He saw neat, bustling cities
and towns 1n which faithful adherence to the gospel and concern for the common good
elevated ordinary people into saints. He declared to the people in Cedar City in 18585,
“This 1s a splendid valley, and is better adapted to raising saints than any other article that

can be raised.”14



Statehood was also high on Brigham Young’s list of priorities. After the Mormons
established themselves in the Great Basin, Michael Quinn states, “The U.S. government
sought to curb the radical trend it perceived the church as having. Troops were sent,
federal legislative and judicial branches were activated against the authoritarian walls of the
Great Basin Kingdom. By 1890 the entire membership was threatened with unilateral
disfranchisement. The leadership of the church bowed to federal authority.”15 Between
1890 and 1930, according to Thomas Alexander, the church accepted, for the first time,
the necessity of finding a way for God’s Kingdom “to coexist with Caesar's.”16
Statehood was finally granted and with it the social, economic, and political life of the
Mormons began to take on the characteristics of their American counterparts.
Ecclesiastical dominance gave way to the rise of secular control of political, social and
economic activity, dominated by competition.1”

Much of the uniqueness of Utah settlement and subculture lay in the motivating
religious zeal, the existence and widespread acceptance of strong leadership, the practice of
plural marriage, and the pervasive cooperative elements of the Law of Consecration
according to Richard D. Poll.18 Lawrence Foster states that when these characteristics
were given up, especially polygamy, for political, economic, and social acceptance, some
of the saints' original idealism had been sacrificed to make possible the successtul
transition from a persecuted subculture to mainstream American acceptance.l”

Ethnic interaction in the Mormon community 1s an essential factor in a
comprehensive study of Mormon settlement and growth. Dean May and Wayne L.
Wahlquist in their demographic studies have found that most of the adults in outlying areas
between 1860 and 1880 were foreign-born, either British or Scandinavian. By the 1890s

and 1900s two-thirds of the population were American-born, but these were all young



adults and children. The majority of the older adult population were recent European
immigrants.2V

The dynamics for a study of ethnicity from 1880 to 1915 in Cedar City, Utah, are
ideal. Erastus Snow and Franklin D. Richards were sent to Cedar City in 1852 to check on
the progress of the iron missionaries called there by Brigham-Young in 1851. Snow's

hopes for the community went well beyond success in smelting iron. He observed, “We
found a Scotch party, a Welsh party, an English party, and an Amernican party, and we
turned them into iron masters and undertook to put all these parties through the furnace and
turn out a party of Saints for building up the Kingdom of God.”?!

Studies have been written on the English, Welsh, Scots, and Scandinavian converts
as ethnic minorities. A study of ethnic interaction in Cedar City, Utah, during this crucial
period 1880-1915 has not been conducted. In the four chapters of this thesis, I intend to
answer the question of ethnicity relating to these select groups sent by Brigham Young to
settle and develop the Iron Mission. I want to find out if the individual groups retained
their ethnic traditions and culture, influencing the communities in which they resided, or if
the American-born Mormons controlled and dominﬁcd community social, economic, and
religious standards. In the chapters that follow, I analyze the interacting ethnic elements of
Cedar City's cultural, social, political, and economic structures as they evolved over time.
The arrangement of the chapters 1s basically thematic in content to explore fully the ethnic
experiences.

Chapter two deals with mobility studies of the 1850-60 persisters and their families
that remained in the area at the time of this study. Included in these experiences are
fertility, mortality, mobility, migration, gcogréphy, and economics, all of which will be
examined in their ethnic context in the following chapters. What factors contributed to the

persistence of these settlers in Cedar City? What factors encouraged non-persisters to



move on? These are some of the questions that must be answered 1n order to establish the
basic demographic realities affecting Cedar City settlers.

It is possible to probe the economic and demographic basis for family stability or
mobility by establishing the extent to which sons remained in the same community or
resettled elsewhere by discovering the circumstances contributin g to or 1inhibiting mobility.
Since quantitative studies of persisters in Cedar City 1860-70 have already focused on

occupations and income, this examination will investigate whether these persisters were
part of the 1880-1915 population, and if so, the ethnic composition of this segment as well
as the total adult population.

Chapter three notes marriage and kinship ties. How important was ethnicity as a
force shaping marriage patterns? Did couples marry within their groups or was there
intermingling among groups? How important were kinship ties and extended families?
Using statistical methods and analysis from information gathered through marriage records
of the LDS church, and state and federal records, the importance of group kinship ties, plus
proximity of available marriage partners should be revealed. Did any one group accept or
reject plural marriage more than others?

In chapter four, the economic condition affecting families is analyzed. Did any
group acquire significantly more wealth, either real property or personal property, than
others? Did economic conditions to any significant degree, influence social, political or
ecclesiastical status? Did any ethnic group prefer particular occupations or professions
more than any other? Did wealth, either real or personal, influence mobility?

In the fifth chapter, it should be discernable if any group emerges as the elites in
church, community leadership, politics, wealth and property, business or education and the
arts. A clear perception of ethnic factors in the building of Cedar City should reflect the

results.



In the conclusion, I feel investigation of factors contributing to the integration of
these ethnic groups in Cedar City helps identify the characteristics required to develop
cooperative communitarian strength as well as western frontier individualism. Did the
dichotomy resulting provide a strong bulwark against the temptation posed by emergence
and integration into the American system? This was a crucial period for both church and
state. The church’'s dominance was replaced by national priorities. Isolation was no longer

possible. How well Cedar City fulfills the role envisioned by its leaders is its challenge in

the 20th century.
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Chapter 2
A DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF CEDAR CITY, 1880 - 1915

For those Mormons who shared the unfolding vision of a promised refuge in the
American West, the exodus of the Latter-day Saints represented both hardship and
opportunity. But in the 1solation of the mountains, they found a stronghold that met their
expectations. The quest was over. Brigham Young declared Utah is “a first-rate place to
raise saints.” Furthermore, he insisted, “if they lived worthily, the Lord would never allow
them to be driven from this promised land.”!

The saints would never forget that they had come to the Rocky Mountains to escape
violence and persecution. They had, in Orson Pratts’ words, “been driven by our enemies
to the very spot that Jehovah wanted us to be.”? Brigham Young, in both the written and
spoken word, expressed his vision of neat, bustling cities and towns populated by faithful,
industrious saints.> Edward A. Geary argues that images of a mountain refuge, thrift, the
garden, lombardy poplars, irrigation, and the cooperative businesses provided the
substances that distinguished Mormon culture and provided a sense of community for the
Mormon people.4 This image of a refuge in the “Kingdom of Heaven” helped prepare the
hearts of thousands of immigrants streaming to Zion, eager to abandon Babylon and leamn
from those having priesthood authority and status within the Mormon kingdom. Social,
cultural, and religious norms were set by the American elite, yet during the latter part of the
nineteenth century, foreigners were in the majority, and critics of Utah suggested that the

European population was influential in shaping a Utah culture alien to American tradition.>

11



To compare and contrast Mormon communities with American communities
generally, there must be a comprehensive study of both. Previous studies of the social
history of towns and communities reveal that American society has been mobile virtually
since its inception. As land became available, the frontier moved ever westward during the
nineteenth century. American society became increasingly transient; many individuals and
families pulled up stakes and moved west more than once in their lives. John Demos has
shown that a tradition of mobility existed among the Puritans.® Philip Grevan, in his study
of colonial Andover, Massachusetts, found “an increased readiness within each generation
to leave family and community.”’ Similar trends were found by Kenneth Lockridge in his
research in Dedham, Massachusetts, and Robert Gross in his study of Concord. Gross
determined that the pressure for land and autonomy resulted in migration of sons from the
closed community of their fathers.3

Dean May's indepth demographic study of Kanab, Utah's, population in 1874
points out many similarities and differences common to the colonial New England villages
studied by Demos, Grevan, Locknidge, and Gross. Both groups established closely-
integrated communities characterized by strong family relationships, May suggests that the
pressures in New England at work after a century were at work in Kanab after the first
decade. This pressure resulted from severely limited resources of land and water.? Most
pioneers came to the American West with high expectations of success prompted by their
visions of the American dream. They were torn out of a familiar network of kinship and
friendship. They often settled amid a population from diverse regional and national
origins, with different cultural values which impeded the development of the new groups.
This created competition within the community and instability aggravated by economic

uncertainties. 10
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Don Harrison Doyle, in his study of Jacksonville, Illinois, states that the structured
foundations of Jacksonville’s social order appeared 1n the patterns of migration that tended
to select citizens according to their economic function and stage in the life cycle. These
forces allowed many people to just pass through, while others remained as part of a stable
community base. Within this transient population the family, kinship, and the household
unit served as bases of social organization.ll The repressive control of the small
community, as in Jacksonville, over its members was a familiar theme 1n American
settlements. Page Smith's survey of the town in American history traced this tendency
back to communities of Puritan New England. However, the ethos of temperance and
social discipline are not unique to New England. Instead, understanding and enforcement
of social discipline was defined by nineteenth-century America: laissez-faire, capitalization
middle-class mobility, fervor of puritanistic Protestantism, surge of westward expansion,
immigration, rapid urbanization, a new liberal faith in properly engineered institutions to
improve society, and control over forces of disorder threatening the community and
nation. 12

Also, Doyle’s study of Jacksonville found that roughly 25 percent of the non-
dependent population persisted in Jacksonville from 1850 to 1860: only 21 percent
remained in 1870. Meanwhile, net gain in population occurred as new arrivals took the
place of those who had migrated. According to Doyle, “Transients were such a common
part of the nineteenth-century western towns that contemporary accounts adapted the term
‘movers’ to describe this portion of the population, as though migration alone defined their
social status.”13 This mobility was a common pattern in nineteenth-century America as the
population spread across the continent. Cities and towns of all sizes had a normal rate of
persistence over a decade around 25-40 percent.14 Jacksonville’s persistence rates were

lower because the community was located within a rapidly developing area. It served as a
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“caravansary”’ where migrants stopped briefly before choosing a permanent settlement site
in the next town, county, or state. Important variables that helped set apart Jacksonville's
non-persisters from the more stable persisters were occupational status, wealth, and stage
in the life cycle.

Larry Draper found about the same persistence rate 1n Salt Lake City, Utah, during
this period as Doyle and Merle Curti found in Illinois and Wisconsin because Salt Lake was
also a place where settlers stopped and then were called by their leaders to settle elsewhere.
The low rate of persisters found by Curti in his study of rural Trempealeau County,
Wisconsin, during the period 1860-1870 was 25 percent and 29 percent in 1870-1880 as a
result of of the same factors Doyle identified in Jacksonville, Curti in Wisconsin, and
Draper in Salt Lake City, Utah.13

A study of ethnicity in Cedar City, Utah, from 1880 to 1915 is particularly
important because of the community’s initially diverse composition. Those called by
Brigham Young to participate in the Iron Mission were chosen carefully from the best
Welsh, Scottish, and English miners to insure the success of the iron industry in Iron
County, whose goal was the production of iron for all the Mormon Kingdom. Under the
leadership of Henry Lunt, a company of 30 men was dispatched from Parowan to settle
Coal Creek. They surveyed the land and according to John Urie,” George A. Smith, in
humility before God, together with the rest of his fellow pioneers, dedicated the ground
just surveyed, the surrounding land, the minerals, the water, the timber, and the grass to
the service of God in the manufacture of iron machines, etc., that our necessities might be
supplied and the territory built-up.”16

In November 1851 a Scottish company trained in coal mining and the making of
steel, arrived in the new colony.!” These first settlers drew numbers from a hat for

ownership of city lots of one acre each and farm plots of ten acres. Two hundred and eight
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lots were provided for the accommodation of new settlers.18 By 1855, there were 725

people in the settlement and 145 houses had been constructed.1?

That part of the country was very forbidding, the water was scarce, and the soil
barren. The crops they grew were plagued by early frosts and insects. The Indians posed
a constant threat, so the failure of iron manufacturing, followed élosely by the “Utah War”
and the “Mountain Meadow Tragedy” prompted church leaders to release the settlers from
their mission and they counseled the people to move away. Cedar City in 1859 was
reduced from a community of 928 to 376 people. These events, especially the “Mountain
Meadow Massacre,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>